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 TOWN OF CARLISLE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Minutes  
Remote Meeting 

Pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order Concerning Open Meeting  

Wednesday, May 20, 2020 7:00 pm 

 
Members Present:  

Kathy Keller (co-chair) Annette Lee (co-chair), Eric Adams, Geoff Freeman, Ed Rolfe 

Alternates Present:  

Chip Dewing, Jack O’Connor 

Others Present:  

Tammy Erickson, Black Brook Farm, Deb Kablotsky, 55 Lowell St., Wanda Avril, Carlisle 

Mosquito, Maureen Adema, Admin. Asst. and other interested individuals.  

 

7:00 pm Co-Chair Kathy Keller called the meeting to order. 

  

Ms. Keller read the ZOOM meeting procedures and protocols.       

 

Ms. Keller read the agenda and stated that the owners of 55 Lowell Street may join the meeting to 

request approval for repairs/work at the property.  

 

Items may be taken out of order.  

 

Black Brook Farm – Tammy Erickson 

Co-Chair Kathy Keller asked the members to introduce themselves to Ms. Erickson. 

 

Ms. Erickson communicated to the Commission the history of the Black Brook Farm.  She stated 

the property has been a longtime working farm in Carlisle. 

 

In 1691, John Barrett opened a mill on Great Brook.  The mill was used to thicken cloth and 

increase waterproofing fabric. 

 

In the 1700s, the Spaulding family bought the land and began farming. In 1841, Zebulun 

Spaulding built the core of the current house for his bride to be Melvina Robbins.  He died before 

the marriage took place.   

 

In the 1800s, E.B. Rose remodeled the Great Brook mill into a loop mill.  In 1886, he purchased 

the house and built the barn to stable the mill work horses.   The barn was completed in 1891. 

There was also a conservatory built on the property for E.B. Rose’s wife.  The double Rs on the 

barn are in honor of Miss Robbins and Mrs. Rose.  

 

In 1917, the house was given to Etta Rose, E.B. Rose’s daughter and her husband Arthur Hall. 

They continued to farm the land.  The property became known as the Spaulding-Hall House.   

 

In 1940, Farnham Smith bought the house and the eight surrounding acres.  He also purchased 

eight additional surrounding farms, totaling 875 acres.  He established a large integrated dairy 

operation on the land.  
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In 1974 the property, excluding the land surrounding the house and barn became Great Brook 

Farm State Park.  The property was then owned by the Shields-Tarriots, who built the greenhouse 

and used the property to grow cut flowers.   

 

Ms. Erickson stated she purchased the property in 1996.  The Erickson’s bred Connemara Ponies 

and Cairn Terriers during their ownership of the farm. In 2000, they sold about 8.5 acres of the 

original property to the park.  The land is contiguous with Great Brook State Park. 

 

In 2010, David Erickson started Black Brook Farm Growers, which grew vegetables and raised 

pasture-fed poultry, pigs and lambs until 2012. 

 

Ms. Erickson stated the property is for sale.  Her desire would be to sell to “new” stewards of the 

property.  She stated there are developers interested in the property. They have received offers for 

the property; the offers appear to indicate that the potential buyers would like to subdivide the 

property and demolish the structures on the property.  

 

Twelve acres will be protected by the Conservation Restriction that is currently being drafted.  

But the two acres that the house and barn sit on would not be protected by the Conservation 

Restriction.   

 

Eric Adams asked if an appraisal of the property was done. Ms. Erickson stated the 

Commonwealth did have an appraisal done to determine the value of the property.  The appraisal 

did not include the two acres where the house and barn sit. She stated; she has not seen the 

appraisal.   Eric Adams suggested that Ms. Erickson have her own appraisal done, if time allows.  

 

Ms. Erickson stated she was meeting with the State tomorrow and would ask about the appraisal.  

 

She was hoping to have the Carlisle Historical Commission support a proposal for Historical 

Restriction for the house and barn. Ms. Erickson expressed the desire to have the property remain 

a working farm.  

 

The question of what responsibility a Historical Restriction would require from the Commission 

discussion occurred.  Would there be annual inspections required? Would reports from the 

property caretakers/stewards be required? Is there an avenue to oversee what is done to the 

interior of the house? 

 

Geoff Freeman raised the issue of the property’s frontage and what is visible from the roadway.   

 

Ms. Erickson stated the property in question is a “Y” shape. Geoff stated knowing the lines of the 

property is very important. 

 

A site visit was suggested, to view the property, including the structures and land is necessary 

before proceeding.  

 

Ms. Erickson stated she had documents boxed up that she would retrieve to assist in evaluation of 

the property.  She will send them to the Commission as soon as possible. 

 

Kathy Keller stated a Historical Restriction would only be pursued for the original footprint of the 

property and not include the additions done in in 1960s and 1990s.  
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Kathy Keller stated funding could possibly be accessed through the CPC funds via the historic 

allotment funds. She also stated; the property could be declared a stand-alone Historical District.  

 

Ed Rolfe stated Town Meeting would have to approve the use of the funds and restriction.   

 

A plot plan/survey would be required to move the process forward.  Staking the property prior to 

a site visit would be beneficial.  

 

The statement was made that David Freedman has spoken to Town Counsel about the Town’s 

interest in Black Brook Farm regarding the Conservation Restriction. The Historical Commission 

would need to research what holding a Historical Restriction would truly mean.  Town Counsel 

should be contacted if the decision is made to move forward. 

 

The deadline on the purchase agreement is June 30, 2020.  The purchase offer from the State is 

$500k. 

 

The Commission thanked Ms. Erickson for speaking with the Commission. 

    

55 Lowell Street 

Deb Kablotsky 

Ms. Kablotsky, owner of 55 Lowell Street, joined the meeting seeking approval for repair and 

paint approval at her property.  

 

Co-Chair Annette Lee forwarded in advanced of tonight’s meeting marked up photos and a 

narrative from Deb Kablotsky via email to the members, referencing the intended repairs and 

painting at 55 Lowell Street.  

 

Ms. Kablotsky explained that her house was power washed and looks horrible.  The cleaning 

exposed rotted areas that need immediate attention.  The house will be painted in the same colors 

as existing like for like.  Ms. Kablosky stated she is not renovating, just repairing.  The pictures 

sent to the Commission illustrate the carpentry work required in advance of the painting.    

 

She stated, what will be done in advance of the painting is replacing the rotted wood around the 

garage doors and dormers, reattaching the missing shutter, that has been in her garage since it 

came down and fastening the exiting shutter properly. The copper cover, over the front door 

needs to be fixed.  If it can not be repaired, it will be replaced. The front door needs to be 

resealed.  And the front door screen door needs to be repaired because it is warped and no longer 

holds the screen or storm window inserts. The house has vinyl siding and plastic shutters.  

Benjamin Moore paint in white that is made for vinyl siding will be used for the house.  Benjamin 

Moore black that is made for plastic will be used on the shutters.  

 

Ms. Kablotsky expressed a desire to use the same paint color for the garage doors, loft door, side 

door and front door.  She stated that Benjamin Moore, Dinner Party, paint, a soft gloss is on the 

garage doors, loft and side door.  And that Benjamin Moore Heritage Red, paint, a high gloss is 

on the front door.  She stated, that if the request could not be granted to use only Benjamin Moore 

Dinner Party for everything painted “red”, she would paint like for like because the house needs 

immediate attention. 

 

The Commission members agreed that work proposed at 55 Lowell Street is a repair.  The request 

to use only Benjamin Moore Dinner Party is reasonable. 
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Kathy Keller made a motion for Benjamin Moore, Dinner Party paint to be used on the 

garage doors, loft door, side door and front door at 55 Lowell Street.  Annette Lee 

seconded.  Roll call vote, Lee - Yes, Adams - Yes, Freeman - Yes, Rolfe - Yes, Keller -Yes.  

Motion carried 5 to 0. 

 

Admin. Updates 

• The application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 11 East Street has been received.  

The hearing is scheduled for June 17, 2020.  A paper copy is available at the Town Hall.  

A paper copy can be made available to any members wishing to have one.  An electronic 

copy of the application and supporting documents will be sent to members. 

• The owners of 8 Bedford Road emailed the Commission to communicate they will be 

painting their house.  The paint color will be like for like.  

• Town Meeting will be held on Saturday June 20, 2020. 

• Town Elections will be held on Tuesday, June 30, 2020. 

• Town Hall is closed to the Public until June 1, 2020.  Employees are working remotely 

and meeting with individuals by appointment regarding Town business.  

 

The Commission members will make visits to Black Brook Farm before the next meeting.  It was 

stressed that a plan/survey be made available clearly marking the property lines indicating the 

“triangle” that will not be in the Conservation Restriction.  

 

Next meetings June 3, 2020 and June 17, 2020.              

    

Adjournment 

Eric Adams made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33. Kathy Keller seconded.  Roll 

call vote, Lee - Yes, Adams - Yes, Freeman - Yes, Rolfe - Yes, Keller -Yes. Motion carried 5 

to 0. 

 

 

 

 

 


